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Recipients of 2004 Alumni Awards Announced
Oct-14-2004
The Eastern Illinois University Alumni Association is pleased to announce the 2004 recipients of its annual alumni awards. In
conjunction with this weekend's Homecoming activities, these alumni will be honored on Saturday at a dinner held in recognition of
their accomplishments.
"We are quite proud of these individuals and how they have represented their alma mater in their respective professions," said Steve
Rich, executive director of the Alumni Association. "While it was through their own hard work and determination that these individuals
were able to excel, we would certainly like to commend the outstanding faculty and staff on our campus who contributed to the
development and education of these alumni."
Established in 1973, the Distinguished Alumni Award is the most prestigious award which is bestowed by the Alumni Association. This
award is presented to individuals who have distinguished themselves in either academic or literary fields, business, public service and/or
service to the university and who, through their accomplishments and service, have brought prestige to their alma mater.
Past recipients have included an Illinois governor, Oscar-nominated actors, an NFL head coach, a nuclear physicist, CEOs, educators at
all levels and many others.
This year's six Distinguished Alumni Award recipients are as follows:

Rudy Hlavek enrolled at Eastern after serving two years in the United States Army, and entered the
financial services industry in 1964 after graduating with a degree in marketing. In 1971, he joined what
is now Smith Barney and served as a branch manager and regional director for the firm in Florida before
being promoted to midwest divisional director in 1995. He assumed responsibility for the southern
division of the firm in 1999, and retired in 2001 as a senior executive vice president and divisional
director of the southern division. A strong supporter of the university, he is a member of the Eastern
Illinois University Foundation board of directors and previously served on the School of Business
Advisory Board .

Eastern's only Medal of Honor recipient, Major Carlos Ogden, earned the nation's highest award
for military valor for his actions in World War II. While commanding an infantry company near
Cherbourg , France , on the morning of June 25, 1944 , Ogden single-handedly eliminated one
heavy enemy gun and two machine gun emplacements which were wreaking havoc on his
command. Even though he was seriously wounded in the process, he did not stop until he
accomplished his mission. The Presidential Citation awarded to him in conjunction with the award
noted "conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity involving risk of life above and beyond the call of
duty." Appointed by then-Gov. Ronald Reagan to serve as California 's director of the Selective
Service, Ogden turned down numerous requests to run for Congress. A standout on the university's
football and basketball teams in the late 1930s, Ogden died in 2001. He will be represented at the
awards ceremony by his wife, Louise.

